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All participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel): 



(1) Bradley L. Sisson . 



(3). 



(2) J. Michael Schiff, Reg. No. 40.253 . 



(4). 



Date of Interview: 21 February 2006 . 

Type: a)E3 Telephonic b)D Video Conference 

c)D Personal [copy given to: 1 )□ applicant 2)D applicant's representative] 

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: d)^ Yes e)D No. 

If Yes, brief description: Draft amendment to claims; copy attached hereto . 

Claim(s) discussed: 75, 80, and 106 . 

Identification of prior art discussed: . 

Agreement with respect to the claims f)S was reached. g)D was not reached. h)D N/A. 



Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an agreement was 
reached, or any other comments: See Continuation Sheet . 

(A fuller description, if necessary, and a copy of the amendments which the examiner agreed would render the claims 
allowable, if available, must be attached. Also, where no copy of the amendments that would render the claims 
allowable is available, a summary thereof must be attached.) 

THE FORMAL WRITTEN REPLY TO THE LAST OFFICE ACTION MUST INCLUDE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE 
INTERVIEW. (See MPEP Section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has already been filed, APPLICANT IS 
GIVEN A NON-EXTENDABLE PERIOD OF THE LONGER OF ONE MONTH OR THIRTY DAYS FROM THIS 
INTERVIEW DATE, OR THE MAILING DATE OF THIS INTERVIEW SUMMARY FORM, WHICHEVER IS LATER, TO 
FILE A STATEMENT OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. See Summary of Record of Interview 
requirements on reverse side or on attached sheet. 



Examiner Note: You must sign this form unless it is an 
Attachment to a signed Office action. 




Examiner's signature, if required 
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Interview Summary 



Paper No. 21022006 



Summary of Record of Interview Requirements 

Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP), Section 713.04, Substance of interview Must be Made of Record 

A complete written statement as to the substance of any face-to-face, video conference, or telephone interview with regard to an application must be made of record in the 
application whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reached at the interview. 

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 1.133 Interviews 

Paragraph (b) 

In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the interview as 
warranting favorable action must be filed by the applicant. An interview does not remove the necessity for reply to Office action as specified in §§ 1 . 1 1 1 , 1 .1 35. (35 U.S.C. 132) 

37 CFR §1 .2 Business to be transacted in writing. 
All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendance of applicants or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and 
Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be based exclusively on the written record in the Office. No attention will be paid to 
any alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understanding in relation to which there is disagreement or doubt. 



The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that record is itself 
incomplete through the failure to record the substance of interviews. 

It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substance of an interview of record in the application file, unless 
the examiner indicates he or she will do so. It is the examiner's responsibility to see that such a record is made and to correct material inaccuracies 
which bear directly on the question of patentability. 

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Form for each interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the 
interview by checking the appropriate boxes and filling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction 
requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise provided for in Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, or pointing 
out typographical errors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. Where the 
substance of an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Record is required. 

The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portion of the file, and listed on the 
"Contents" section of the file wrapper. In a personal interview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the 
conclusion of the interview. In the case of a telephone or video-conference interview, the copy is mailed to the applicant's correspondence address 
either with or prior to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examiner is not likely before an allowance or if other 
circumstances dictate, the Form should be mailed promptly after the interview rather than with the next official communication. 

The Form provides for recordation of the following information: 

- Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number) 

- Name of applicant 

- Name of examiner 

- Date of interview 

- Type of interview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal) 

- Name of participant(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.) 

- An indication whether or not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted 

- An identification of the specific prior art discussed 

- An indication whether an agreement was reached and if so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by 
attachment of a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreement as to allowability is tentative and does 
not restrict further action by the examiner to the contrary. 

- The signature of the examiner who conducted the interview (if Form is not an attachment to a signed Office action) 

It is desirable that the examiner orally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case. It 
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview 
unless it includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examiner to include, all of the applicable items required below concerning the 
substance of the interview. 

A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items: 

1 ) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted, 

2) an identification of the claims discussed, 

3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed, 

4) an identification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the 
Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner, 

5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner, 

(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments is not 
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments made to the 
examiner can be understood in the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize and fully 
describe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.) 

6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and 

7) if appropriate, the general results or outcome of the interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed by 
the examiner. 

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant's record of the substance of an interview. If the record is not complete and 
accurate, the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record. 

Examiner to Check for Accuracy 

If the claims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth the examiner's version of the 
statement attributed to him or her. If the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should place the indication, "Interview Record OK" on the 
paper recording the substance of the interview along with the date and the examiner's initials. 
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Continuation Sheet (PTOL-413) 



Application No. 09/721,506 



Continuation of Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an 
agreement was reached, or any other comments: Mr. Sisson indicated that upon consultation with TQAS, he was 
advised that the lower limit on percent identity was 95%, as is set forth in Example 14 of the written description 
guidelines. Mr. Sisson indicated that the aspect of percent identity is not clear as to what it is in reference to, noting 
that it could be with respect to the amino acid sequence, or to the immunogenicity of the native protein. Mr. Schiff 
indicated that it was in reference to the amino acid sequence and would be willing to add language to the claim 
clarifying this aspect. Mr. Schiff indicated that he would give further consideration to the aspect of amending claims 75 
and 83 to reflect a percent identity of at least 95%. 
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17-Feb-2006 12:46am From-GERON CORP IP 



+6504738654 



T-021 P. 001/003 F-296 



Geron Corporation 

230 Constitution Drive 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
Telephone: 650 473-7700 
Facsimile: 650 473-7750 



This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which rr is addressed and may contain 

INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL, AND/OR EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE BY APPLICABLE LAW OR COURT ORDER. IF THE 
READER OF THIS MESSAGE IS NOT THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, OR THE EMPLOYEE OR AGENT RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERING THE MESSAGE 
TO THE INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION, OR COPYING OF THIS 
COMMUNICATION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS COMMUNICATION DM ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY US IMMEDIATELY 
BY TELEPHONE AND RETURN THE ORIGINAL MESSAGE TO US AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS VIA THE, U.S. POSTAL SERVICE. THANK YOU, 



Date: February 16, 2006 

To: Bradley L. Sisson, Ph.D. 

U.S. Patent & Trademark Office 
. Phone; 571-272-0751 
Fax: 571-273-0751 

From: J. Michael Schiff 
Geron Corporation 
Phone: 650-473-7715 
Fax: 650-473-8654 

Number of pages including cover: 3 (last page marked) 



Re; USSN 09/721,506 
Telomerase Reverse Transcriptase 
Our docket 01 8/21 Oc 

Proposed claim amendments 

Michael Schiff 
Cellphone: 650-440-0664 



FOR DISCUSSION PURPOSES ONLY 
Please do not enter this paper into the Patent File 
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17-Feb-2006 12:46am From-GERON CORP IP +6504738654 T-021 P. 002/003 F- 



Nucleic Acid Encoding Homologs of 
Human Telomerase Reverse Transcriptase 



USSN 09/721 ,506 
Docket 018/210C 



Proposed amendments 



1 to 74. CANCELLED 

75. An isolated, synthetic, substantially pure, or recombinant polynucleotide comprising a 
nucleic acid sequence that encodes a telomerase reverse transcriptase (TRT) protein, or 
the exact complement of said nucleic acid sequence; 

wherein said TRT protein is identified bv the criteria that it has telomerase catalytic 
activity when complexed with a telomerase RNA, and contains an amino acid sequence 
that is at least 80% identical to the full length of SEQ. ID NO:2. 

76. The polynucleotide of claim 75, comprising a promoter sequence operably linked to the 
sequence that encodes the protein. 

77. An isolated cell comprising the recombinant polynucleotide of claim 75. 

78. The cell of claim 77, which is a eukaryotic cell. 

79. CANCELLED 

80. (Withdrawn) A method of increasing the proliferative capacity of a ceil in vitro , comprising 
expressing in the cell a polynucleotide according to claim 75. 

81. CANCELLED 

82. CANCELLED 

83. An isolated, synthetic, substantially pure, or recombinant polynucleotide comprising a 
nucleic acid sequence that encodes a TRT protein, or the exact complement of said 
nucleic acid sequence; 

wherein said TRT protein is identified bv the criteria {hat it has telomerase catalytic 
activity when complexed with a telomerase RNA, and contains an amino acid sequence 
that is at least 90% identical to the full length of SEQ. ID NO:2. 

84. The polynucleotide of claim 83, comprising a promoter sequence operably linked to the 
sequence that encodes said TRT protein. 

85. An isolated cell comprising the recombinant polynucleotide of claim 83. 

86. The cell of claim 85, which is a eukaryotic cell. 
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87. CANCELLED 

88. (Withdrawn) A method of increasing the proliferative capacity of a cell in vitro, comprising 
expressing in the cell a polynucleotide according to claim 83. 

89-90. CANCELLED 

01. (Currently amend e d) An i so l ated, synthotic, sub s tantia ll y puro, or r o combinant 
po l ynuc l ootid e compr isi ng a nuc le ic acid s e quonco that oncodos a - TRT proto i n, or th e 
oxact comp le mont of s a i d nuc lei c a cid se qu e nc e ; 

whoro i n said TRT prot ei n has t ol om o r a so cata l ytic act i v i ty whon comploxod w i th a 
t ol omorac e RNA, and conta i ns an am i no a c i d soqu e noo that i s at least 80% idont i ca l to 
500 contiguous amino a cids in SEQ. I D NO:2r 

02. Tho po l ynuclootido of claim 01, compr i s i ng a promotor s o qu o nc o oporab l y li nkod to tho 
ooquonco that onoodeo c a i d TRT prot ei n. 

9^ — A n -i solat e d co ll compr i s i ng th e rocomb i nant polynuoloot i do of c l a i m 91. 

04. Th e coll of claim 03, wh i ch i s a e ukaryotic coll. 

05. CANCELLED 

06. (Withdrawn) — A mothod of incr o as i ng the pro li forativo capac i ty of a c ell , compri si ng 
oxpr o s s ing i n tho col l a polynuc l oot i d e according to cla i m 91 . 

97 to 100. CANCELLED 

101 . The polynucleotide of claim 75, wherein said TRT protein contains a sequence that is at 
least 95% identical to 4 00 contiguous amino ac i d s i n the full length of SEQ. ID NO:2. 

102. The polynucleotide of claim 75, wherein said TRT protein contains a sequence that is at 
least 98% identical to 100 cont i guous amino acid 6 i n the ful| length of SEQ. ID NO;2. 

103. Tho po l ynuc l ootido of c l aim 75, wh e ro i n sa i d TRT proto i n oonta i ns a so quonco that i s at 
l oa ct 05% i d e nt i cal to 500 contiguous am i no ac i ds in SEQ. ID NO:2. 

104. Tho po l ynucieot i d o of cla i m 75, whoroin said TRT protoin contain s a coqu e nco that i s at 
l oact 98% id e ntical to 500 cont i guous am i no acids i n SEQ. I D NQ:2. 

105. (New) An isolated, synthetic, substantially pure, or recombinant polynucleotide 
comprising a nucleic acid sequence that encodes at least 100 contiguous amino acids of 
SEQ. ID NO:2, which is immunogenic for an antibody against SEQ. ID NO:2. 

106. (New) An isolated, synthetic, substantially pure, or recombinant polynucleotide 
comprising a nucleic acid sequence that encodes a protein that is at least 95% identical 
to full-length SEQ. ID NO:2, which is immunogenic for an antibody against SEQ. ID NO:2. 
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